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Registration
begins for
Marshall
students
Monday

HERD WINS BIG
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By ALYSSA SIMON

THE PARTHENON
It is the time of year
for holiday breaks, finals
and registration for the
spring semester.
Registration for currently enrolled Marshall
University students begins Monday.
Students
who
had
90 hours completed by
Aug. 26 are considered
seniors and can begin
registering for the spring
semester Monday.
Currently
enrolled
graduate students are
also able to register on
that day.
Juniors who had 58
hours completed by Aug.
26 can begin registering
Tuesday to Wednesday.
Sophomore students
who had 26 hours completed by Aug. 26 will be
able to register Thursday until the following
Monday.
Registration will then
be open for freshmen
Nov. 19-22.
Haley Whiteman, freshman athletic training
major from Clarksburg,
W.Va., said she has mixed
emotions about her first
time scheduling classes
on her own.
“I’m excited to get new
classes but I’m afraid I
won’t get the classes I
want,” Whiteman said.
Brittany Russell, senior social work major
from Charlestown, W.Va.,
said she couldn’t believe
it is time to register for
her last semester of
college.
“It’s definitely a bitter
sweet feeling,” Russell
said. “I’m excited to see
what the real world has
in store for me, but I’m
sad that I’ve finished
four years already.”
Students are not required to register for
their classes during this
time frame, but they are
encouraged to do so to
have a better chance of
getting the courses they
need.
To register for classes
students need to be
aware of any holds they
have on their Marshall
account because holds
will restrict registration
for the spring semester
until they are taken care
of.
Holds can be found under the student home tab
on myMU and then under a student’s academic
profile. These holds can
vary from meeting with
an adviser to a financial
obligation.
All
freshmen
and
sophomore students are
required to meet with
their advisers prior to
being able to register for
the spring semester.
Alyssa Simon can be
contacted at simon26@
marshall.edu.

Steward Butler
Norrisha Victrum
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Thundering Herd football, basketball rules the weekend
					 More on SPORTS >Page 3
INTO plans Washington D.C. trip

Greeks survive no-confidence vote

By MAGGIE SMITH

By CHRISTINE PIROVOLAKIS

THE PARTHENON
Students interested in taking a trip this Thanksgiving
break should look to Marshall
University’s INTO program.
INTO plans to take students
to Washington D.C. from Nov.
23 to Nov. 25. According to
INTO student service assistant Chloe Pasquet, the
three-day trip was planned to
take advantage of the holiday
break.
Pasquet said they plan to
leave Huntington early Nov.
23 and arrive at Georgetown
around 1 p.m., where students
will have an afternoon of free
time. On Nov. 24, INTO plans
to take students to see all the
monuments, the Capitol and
several museums. They will

end the trip with a visit to
Mount Vernon Nov. 25, and
students will have the chance
to take a special tour and pay
tribute to George Washington.
Madison King, INTO student service coordinator, will
be one of the chaperones on
the trip and is looking forward to the student reaction.
“I’m really excited to see
the students see our national
capitols, our monuments,”
King said. “West Virginia is
a smaller state in general so
we really want them to have
the complete American experience. I think that involves
seeing the White House, the
Capitol and seeing what our
country is really all about.”
Earlier in the semester,
INTO took students on a trip

to King’s Island. King said
she hopes the enthusiasm
students had for that trip funnels into the one planned for
D.C.
Both Pasquet and King encourage Marshall students
to join INTO students on the
trip. Pasquet said she believes
it will be good for American
students to spend time with
international students and
help them get an American
perspective on D.C.
The trip costs $215, which
covers tickets, transportation
and two nights in a hotel. Students interested in the trip
can go to the front desk in the
INTO office.
Maggie Smith can be
contacted at smith1769@
marshall.edu.

MCT
Greece’s conservative-led
coalition government survived a vote of no confidence
in Parliament Sunday as angry anti-austerity protesters
took to the streets.
The motion, introduced by
the main leftist opposition
party, Syriza, over the government’s economic polices
and handling of former state
broadcaster ERT, was shot
down by 153 votes in the
300-seat parliament. Parliamentary officials said 124
voted in favor of the motion
and 17 abstained.
The vote took place as several thousand anti-austerity
protesters demonstrated outside Parliament.

Syriza called for the
vote last week after police
forced the remaining former workers of now-defunct
broadcaster ERT from its
headquarters in northern
Athens, ending a five-month
occupation.
The crisis began on June
11, when Prime Minister Antonis Samaras, who leads the
conservative New Democracy
party, unilaterally decided to
shut down ERT and fired all
2,700 staff as part of costcutting measures.
The move drew widespread
international criticism, nearly
brought down the government and prompted the
Democratic Left party to
leave the ruling three-party
coalition.
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Local club helps students overcome public speaking fears
By SHANNON STOWERS

THE PARTHENON
A local club in Huntington is available to provide students the ability to
overcome their fear of public speaking
and improve their presentation skills.
Toastmasters International is a
worldwide organization with over
14,000 clubs dedicated to improving members’ public speaking and
presentation skills. The Huntington
Centennial Toastmasters Club started
in 1978.
“Toastmasters is a nonprofit, international organization that meets for

an hour or hour and a half and we
practice public speaking,” Mike Harbor, vice president of membership,
said.
Harbor said the Huntington club
practices organized meetings, which
involve prepared speeches that last
anywhere from five to 10 minutes.
Instead of a teacher or instructor,
members use the evaluations as tools
to improvement. Bob Teague, who is
secretary of the Huntington Centennial
Toastmasters Club, said evaluations
are done in a helpful form.
Teague said the Huntington

Centennial Toastmasters Club isn’t
just available for professionals and
anyone can become a member.
“It was formed to help not only
professionals, but every day people,”
Teague said. “If you’re a student you’ll
have to present to a class at some
point.”
Teague said Marshall students have
seen success in the Toastmasters program in the past. Teague recommends
Toastmasters for college of business
students as well as international students, who Teague said really seem to
get the most out of Toastmasters.

“We’ve had several students from
Marshall who were from other countries who learned how to speak better
and present better,” Teague said.
Members of Toastmasters can
work their way up in the club and be
awarded the highest honor, Distinguished Toastmaster. Members can
also participate in divisional contests
where participants compete to be the
world champion of public speaking.
Teague said the amount of time members put back into the program is up
to them.
“You can do it for a year or you can

Good deal or no deal
with Iran, Kerry says

Marshall International Festival
celebrates 50th anniversary

By BRIAN BENNETT

By KAYLIN SEARLES

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Secretary of State John F. Kerry
said Sunday that said he was not
being taken in by an Iranian effort to buy time to build a nuclear
weapon.
“We are not blind, and I don’t
think we’re stupid,” Kerry on
NBC’s “Meet the Press.” “I think
we have a pretty strong sense of
how to measure whether or not
we are acting in the interests of
our country and of the globe.”
Kerry said talks between Iran
and six world powers, including
the United States, faltered early
Sunday in part because negotiators sought guarantees from Iran
that it would freeze its nuclear
program.
“We are absolutely determined
that this would be a good deal, or
there’ll be no deal,” Kerry said,
speaking from Geneva, where the
talks were held. “That’s why we
didn’t close the deal here in the
last couple of days, because we
are together, unified, pushing for
things that we believe provide
the guarantees that Israel and the
rest of the world demand here.”
During three days of negotiations in Geneva, Iran was
offered limited respite from international economic sanctions
in exchange for stopping the
expansion of its nuclear activity. Western powers have long
suspected that the uranium enrichment program that Iran says
is for civil purposes is part of a
clandestine effort to build nuclear weapons.
The meetings between Iran
and the U.S., Britain, France, Russia, China and Germany ended
with no resolution. Negotiators
are expected to come back for a
new round of talks on Nov. 20.
The Obama administration has
been under pressure from Israel
and Republicans in Congress not
to ease sanctions before Iran
takes concrete steps to dismantle
its nuclear program. The Iranian
economy has been battered by
restrictions on its banking sector
and oil exports.
“We know the sanctions have
gotten us here, and we’re worried we are dealing away our
leverage,” Sen. Bob Corker, RTenn., said on “Meet the Press”
after Kerry’s comments.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on CBS’s
“Face the Nation” that he was
concerned that easing some
sanctions in exchange for freezing Iran’s program would relieve
the pressure on Iran without significantly hobbling its ability to
develop nuclear weapons.
The sanctions “got Iran to
come to the table,” Netanyahu
said. Moving forward with easing sanctions, Netanyahu said,
is “going to relieve the pressure
in Iran, and it’s going to start,
I’m afraid, a scramble in the international community of who
gets to ease their sanctions with
Iran faster. Not a good idea, not a
good deal, a very bad deal.”

FOR THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s annual International Festival keeps growing, and
Saturday, its 50th anniversary, was
no different.
Taking place in the Big Sandy
Superstore Arena, the celebration
doubled its space since last year. The
annual exposition featured international foods, world music, dance and
displays representing many different
countries and cultures. The festival
was free of charge to enter and open
to the public.
Local restaurants showcased cuisine to the Tri-State at the arena
from 5–9 p.m. Guests were able to
sample a variety of food from all
over the world by purchasing food
tickets.
Before the festivities began, Vanessa Fernandes, INTO student, said
it was important for her to share her
Brazilian culture while also learning
about other ethnic backgrounds.
“We are here to show everybody
our culture,” Fernandes said. “If you
travel to Brazil you can find people
that are very warm, we like to look
you in the eyes and smile a lot. I think
it’s very important to know more
about people who we study everyday
because we need people, we need
to know people and we need to be
friendly with everybody.”
Students from different countries
performed onstage. Aketerina Gutsan, senior international student,
was among the performers and sang

Netflix in deal with
Disney for Marvel
superhero series
By DAWN C. CHMIELEWSKI

KAYLIN SEARLES | THE PARTHENON

Tiachu, a China Garden worker, serves up Chinese food Saturday at the International
Festival at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena.
a soulful Russian song. Gutsan said
that is her favorite part of the festival.
“Each country represents something, like probably they can sing
in their own language, dance some
traditional dance,” Gutsan said. “It’s
really interesting for me to see the
international students, because daily
basic life I’m always with them, but
here I can see something unique from
each one of them.”

Chloe Pasquet, international student, came to Marshall from France
and works for the INTO program as a
student service assistant. The addition
of the INTO program has increased
the number of international students
at Marshall, according to Pasquet, who
said she thinks the festival is a way to
bridge the gap between cultures.

See FESTIVAL | Page 5

Thousands feared killed in Philippines typhoon
By GIRLIE LINAO

MCT
Rescue workers struggled Sunday
to help survivors of one of the world’s
strongest typhoons, with thousands
feared killed by sea surges that flattened towns.
Philippines President Benigno
Aquino called reports that the death
toll could top 10,000 in the worst-hit
province of Leyte alone “alarming,”
but cautioned the numbers are still
“subject to verification.”
The confirmed death toll from Typhoon Haiyan was 552, according to
police and disaster relief officials.
“The priority has to be to take care
of the people who are alive and those
who are injured,” the president said.
The typhoon cut off power,
knocked out communications, damaged airports and blocked roads with
debris when it ripped through the
eastern and central Philippines, making passage difficult for relief teams.
Chaos and looting broke out in
Tacloban City, the capital of Leyte
province, where survivors broke into
stores to look for food, medicines and
other supplies, said Roger Mercado,
governor of the adjacent province of
Southern Leyte.
Looters also attacked a Philippine
Red Cross truck carrying food packs,
water containers and tarpaulins in
a coastal town of Tanawan, Richard
Gordon, the organization’s chairman,
told a Manila broadcaster.
Hundreds of policemen from the
capital were sent to Tacloban to help
restore order in devastated areas,

do it for six months,” Teague said. “You
go at your own pace.”
Teague said anyone who is interested
can stop by for a meeting. The Huntington Centennial Toastmasters Club
meets at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month in the fellowship hall of Central Christian Church in
Huntington. Teague said the club will
meet on the first and third Thursdays
of November due to the holidays.
Membership to Toastmasters is $36
every six months.
Shannon Stowers can be contacted at stowers44@marshall.edu.

Map showing projected path of Typhoon Haiyan, which is headed toward Vietnam
and southern China. The storm, which hit the Philippines as a Category 5, was
reportedly one of the strongest storms ever, and the 25th to hit the Philippines.
according to Senior Superintendent
Reuben Sindac.
Mercado said he has received radio
messages from local officials that at
least 500 bodies have been recovered
and taken to the heavily damaged Tacloban airport.
More than 4 million people
were affected by the disaster, including nearly 800,000 displaced,
according to Reynaldo Balido, a
spokesman for the national disaster
relief agency.
The dead included 300 who
drowned in the town of Basey in
eastern Samar province, where 2,000
were reported missing, according
Leo Dacaynos, head of the local disaster relief agency.
Aside from Samar and Leyte,
deaths were also reported in the

provinces of Iloilo, Capiz, Cebu, Palawan, Masbate, Aklan, Surigao del Sur
and Zamboanga City.
Aquino said the military and the
social welfare department were
given the task of retrieving corpses,
while “local government units have
already designated areas for mass
burials because they pose a public
health hazard.”
Cabinet Secretary Rene Almendras
said the government was still verifying reports of missing.
“There is a lot of people reported
missing, some people have been
found and survived the waters,” he
said. “There is still hope for some. It’s
hard to say that all of missing can be
categorized as dead.”
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LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Netflix is bulking up its programming with a roster of new
Marvel superheroes.
The online movie and television
service struck a deal with Walt
Disney Co. to develop original
live-action TV series based on four
of Marvel’s lesser-known comic
book characters: Daredevil, Jessica
Jones, Iron Fist and Luke Cage.
The first of four serialized
programs and a miniseries will appear on Netflix in 2015.
The deal announced Thursday
affords Disney’s Marvel Television
unit the opportunity to develop
stories and build audiences for
these below-the-radar heroes,
without the added scrutiny of
daily Nielsen TV ratings or weekend ticket-sale tallies.
Netflix, meanwhile, hopes
to capitalize on the cachet of a
genre that has delivered muscular, billion-dollar box-office
performances for such Disney
films as “Iron Man 3” and “The
Avengers.”
Disney has deployed Marvel’s
characters across a variety of
media outlets, bringing such animated series as “Marvel’s Avengers
Assemble” and “Marvel Ultimate
Spider-Man” to its boy-focused
Disney XD cable channel, and the
“Marvel Avengers Alliance” game
to Facebook and mobile devices.
This fall, Disney’s ABC network
launched its first big program
based on Marvel’s characters:
Marvel’s “Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.”
The show opened to huge numbers — more than 12 million
viewers — before its ratings settled down to earth.
By producing Marvel-themed
shows for Netflix, Disney is
bypassing its own channels, including ABC, Disney XD and even
Hulu, its online video service joint
venture with 21st Century Fox and
Comcast Corp.
The Netflix deal, whose terms
were not disclosed, provides a
new platform for Marvel’s superheroes to inhabit, and gives them
a chance to develop over the span
of the multiyear agreement. The
stories will explore gritty worlds
such as New York’s Hell’s Kitchen,
where the fictional Matt Murdock
grew up in relative poverty and
experienced a violent accident as
a boy that cost him his sight. As an
adult, he seeks justice as a lawyer
by day and as the avenging, acrobatic Daredevil at night.
Larry Tanz, chief executive of
the Vuguru digital studio, said it
makes sense for Disney to turn to
Netflix to develop Marvel characters that lack the broad, marquee
appeal of a Spider-Man or an
Iron Man. Indeed, his own studio
turned to YouTube to reach fan
communities eager for new stories from the noted comic book
figure Stan Lee and his company,
POW! Entertainment.

See NETFLIX | Page 5
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Herd romps on Blazers, 56-14

Marshall rolls up 657 yards of offense, becomes bowl eligible
Bowl eligibility
just the beginning
By KARLYN TIMKO

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Sophomore running back Kevin Grooms turns the corner on a run as junior center Chris Jasperse (60) blocks Saturday, Nov 9 at Joan C. Edwards Stadium. Grooms ran for 108 yards
on just eight carries and two touchdowns, including a 71 yard touchdown run.
By WILL VANCE

SPORTS EDITOR
The Marshall University Thundering Herd (6-3, 4-1) continued to roll
Saturday, trouncing the University of
Alabama at Birmingham Blazers (2-7,
1-4) 56-14 at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
The win made the Herd 5-0 at home this
season and made the team bowl eligible
with its sixth win of the season.
The Herd blew out the Blazers behind an offensive explosion of 657 total
yards, sixth-most in Marshall history.
The Herd defense also did a good job
setting the offense up, including the
Blazers’ opening possession. On the
third play of the game junior transfer
linebacker Neville Hewitt stripped the
ball from UAB quarterback Jonathan
Perry and senior defensive tackle Brandon Sparrow recovered on the UAB 12
yard line, setting up the Herd’s first
touchdown two plays later.
“We wanted to start off fast and get

points on the board,” Sparrow said. “We
were hungry for a win.”
The Blazers were able to hang around
for much of the first half behind a pair
of Darrin Reaves touchdown runs. With
the score standing at 28-14 the Herd
took possession of the ball with 1:36
remaining in the half. Rather than try to
get to halftime like in similar situations
this season, the Herd marched down the
field and scored on a nine-yard Kevin
Grooms run, giving the Herd a threetouchdown lead at the half.
“We’ve been talking all week about
that killer instinct,” junior quarterback
Rakeem Cato said. “As players and as
coaches we have to have a killer instinct
and start putting teams away when we
can. Our team responded well to that.”
The Herd put the game away for good
early in the second half when redshirt
senior Essray Taliaferro punched in his
second touchdown of the game on the
first drive of the second half.

“To come back in the second half and
take it right down and score right away
was critical,” head coach Doc Holliday
said.
The Herd running game fueled the
offense, racking up 381 yards on the
ground, the fifth-best rushing effort in
Herd history. Three separate Herd runners accumulated over 100 yards on
the ground, with Taliaferro gaining 118
yards and a pair of touchdowns, sophomore Steward Butler with 139 and a
touchdown and Kevin Grooms with 108
and a touchdown. It was the first time
three Herd runners had gained over 100
yards in the teams history.
“Those three backs are all solid players,” coach Holliday said. “They work
hard and had a great week of preparation and it showed out there today.”
Much of the credit for the success on
the ground can be attributed to the offensive line, which executed excellent
run blocking all game.

“Every day we tell them to be patient,
the holes will open up,” junior center
Chris Jasperse said. “We may not get it
right at the jump, but if they’re patient
the holes will be there and that happened today.”
The offensive line also pass blocked
well, keeping pressure away from Cato
and helping him have an efficient 14-of20 passing performance for 276 yards
and three touchdowns.
“Maybe my senior year of high school
was the last time I was barely touched,”
Cato said.
The Herd was led in receiving by junior Tommy Shuler with six catches for
100 yards and a touchdown. The catches
moved Shuler to No. 7 on the Herd’s alltime receptions leader list with 189,
passing Antavious Wilson. The Herd
tight ends were also efficient, combining for four catches for 147 yards and

See FOOTBALL | Page 5

THE PARTHENON
After a 56-14 win over
University of Alabama at
Birmingham this past weekend, the Marshall University
football team has tallied its
sixth win of the season, improving its record to 6-3.
Not only does the latest win put the Herd at
4-1 in conference play, but
it also assures one exciting factor: bowl eligibility.
The last time the Herd saw a
bowl was the Beef ‘O’ Brady’s
Bowl in 2011 when the team
beat Florida International
University 20-10 for the
title. The time before that
was 2004 when the Herd
played Cincinnati in the Fort
Worth Bowl, falling 32-14.
For head coach Doc
Holliday,
however,
being bowl eligible isn’t
exactly a feather in his cap.
“I can assure you we didn’t
have any Gatorade baths or
were dancing in the locker
room because we won
six games,” Holliday said.
“That’s what we expect to
do around here. Our standards and expectations are
surely not to win six games
and get bowl eligible, it’s to
go play for championships.”
Fair enough, coach.
Right now the Herd stands
second in the East Division behind East Carolina
University, who is 7-2. Both
Marshall and ECU currently
have just one loss in conference play; the Herd lost to
Middle Tennessee 49-51 and
ECU lost to Tulane 33-36.
If both teams suffer no
more losses the rest of the
season, the East Division
Championship will be decided when the two teams
See BOWL | Page 5

Men’s and Women’s basketball win home openers decisively
Women beat Bluefield Men down SC State
By WILL VANCE

SPORTS EDITOR
The Marshall University
women’s basketball team got
its season off on the right foot
Friday, defeating the Bluefield
(Va.) College Rams 63-41 on
Field Trip Day at the Cam Henderson Center.
The win was the first for the
new-look Herd, which added 10
new players since last season.
Most prominent among those
Friday was junior transfer Leah
Scott, who scored 19 points to
lead all scorers with all but one
point coming in the second half.
“After I got those two fouls I had
to zone in,” Scott said, “I had to
sit on the bench and think about
what I could do for my team, I just
kept my head in the game.”
The Herd held a strenuous
one-point lead at halftime,
24-23. Timely three-pointers
from freshman McKinzie Akers helped keep the Herd in the
game early, sinking two longrange threes in the first half.
“Sometimes I don’t realize
how far out I am I guess,” Akers
said after finished 3 of 6 from
beyond the arch for nine points.
“I just shoot it.”
After halftime, Scott was able

to get things going offensively.
“I saw a lot of openings that
were out there as I was sitting
on the bench,” Scott said. “You
see a lot sitting on the bench.”
Scott finished the game shooting an efficient 6 of 8, including
two three-point shots, with four
rebounds and two assists.
“She’s a tough match-up for
anybody,” head coach Matt Daniel said of Scott. “She’s a special
player and a great kid and tonight it was her night.”
Junior center Chukwuka
“Chika” Ezeigbo controlled
the paint for the Herd all
game, corralling a game-high
14 rebounds, including five
offensive, and scoring eight
points.
Ezeigbo said that slowing the
pace a bit in the second half
was the key to turning things
around.
“We definitely needed to
slow down, once we slowed
down we could finally execute,”
Ezeigbo said. “Our defense got
better because we were helping
more, but it was mainly slowing
down. We were too antsy in the
first half.”

See WBB | Page 5

By ANDREW HARRISON

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University men’s
basketball team started its
2013 season campaign with a
dominating performance. The
Herd beat the South Carolina
State Bulldogs 85-69.
Marshall was led by senior
forward Elijah Pittman who
scored a career high 31 points
in Friday’s season opener. A
Marshall player has not scored
30 plus points in a game since
2002, when Ronald Blackshear
scored 32 against Niagara.
“My
teammates
really
helped me, they realized I was
hot,” senior forward Elijah Pittman said.
The Bulldogs started quick
getting off to a five nothing
start, but as the efficient scoring came on strong for the
Bulldogs, it became increasingly more difficult to get the
ball past half court.
From the start of tip off Marshall set the tone defensively
against the Bulldogs adding pressure early and often.
With 3:33 left in the first half
Marshall had already forced
11 turnovers against South
Carolina State. By halftime

Marshall pushed that number
to 13 most of which came from
the eight steals Marshall had
accumulated in the first half.
“Make them go back door,
if you get beat back door
coach says it’s not our fault,
it’s his fault,” Pittman said.
“We got more into the passing
lanes and not sagging off as
it was last year, just containing a man, we are uptight and
everywhere.”
The aggressive defense
made it very difficult on the
Bulldogs offense. By the half,
the Bulldogs’ once early efficient play deteriorated into
the team shooting 10-26 resulting in 38.5 percent on the
floor in the first half.
For Marshall, shots came
quickly, as the team had put up
17 threes and only shot 44.1
percent on the floor.
“Offensively we shot on
one touch, to many threes
I really did not like us on
offense,” head coach Tom
Herrion said. “ Then we settled in and I think Taylor was
a big part of that against the
zone.”

See MBB | Page 5
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Reshirt freshman forward Ryan Taylor battles for a rebound against
South Carolina State Friday in the Cam Henderson Center.
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EDITORIAL

FDA to ban trans fats, but why now?
The Food and Drug Administration announced Thursday its taking the necessary
steps to ban the use of artificial trans fats
from food.
Coincidentally, the choice to use trans fats
in our food became common practice after
animal fats were deemed unsafe, but trans
fats carry their own risks.
The agency said it estimates this ban will
prevent 20,000 heart attacks and 7,000
deaths each year.
Given these staggering numbers, why has
it taken so long for the FDA to finally crack
down on trans fats? We’ve known for years
the ill effects they have on our health and
we’re routinely told to avoid them, but this
ban would eliminate the dangers they pose.

The fight against trans fats dates back
to the mid-1990s when the Center for Science in the Public Interest petitioned the
FDA to require labeling of trans fats, but the
food industry fought back by repressing research that documented just how bad trans
fats are.
Eventually, the evidence just couldn’t be
ignored and the FDA ruled in 2006 that trans
fats be listed on nutrition labels, and now it
appears the government agency is attempting to finish what it started.
There has been some backlash with some
people arguing that the government agency
has no business banning trans fats, and that
it is up to the consumer to decide what he
or she wants to eat, but, since the ruling,

trans fats have already been removed from
many grocery aisles and restaurant menus
across the United States.
The Grocery Manufacturers of America
said since 2005 manufacturers have reduced the use of trans fats by more than 73
percent. McDonald’s stopped cooking its
French fries in trans fats within the last decade. In 2007, New York banned trans fats
from being used in restaurants.
The 2006 ruling was a wake-up call that
put the inevitable into motion. This ban has
been a long time coming, and major food
corporations prepared for the day it goes
into effect. This ban will be the the final
move to end the fight against trans fats, and
we’re better for it.

MCT CAMPUS

COLUMN

What you should know for
Marshall’s registration week
By LACHEL HOUSE

COLUMNIST
Every college student's favorite season is upon us again. It's the season of
anticipation and worry for some, and excitement and new beginnings for others.
We all have to put this semester on hold
for a few moments to get prepared for
the next. That's right, it's time to register
for spring 2014 classes. Hopefully, everyone knows how the registration process
works, but for those who do not or are
a little confused about a few things, this
is a quick tutorial on how to register for
your classes.
To start off, if you are a freshman, do
not forget to go see your adviser to get
the hold off of your account. If you do
not, you will not be able to register. You
have to continue to do this until your junior year.
I cannot begin to stress the importance
of being prepared a few days ahead of
time. Make sure you log on to myMU and
get the codes, or CRNs, for the classes

you want to register for. You find these
codes by logging on to myMU, clicking on
the student tab, and then clicking on the
Look Up Classes tab once you hit the student page.
I always have back up codes in the
event I am not able to get a class that I
originally intended. Classes, especially
humanities and Spanish, fill up quickly. If
you do not want to take another class in
its place, you can simply go to the professor of the class you wanted to take and
ask for an override.
It is always beneficial to take advantage of ratemyprofessor.com. As you
know, your professor plays a major role
in the classes you take. It is always best
that you find a professor that fits your expectations of a teacher. It can make your
college education process smoother.
Registration begins at midnight. It
would behoove you to find an area on
campus with the best Wi-Fi. I am positive
some students lost their Internet connection as soon as the clock struck midnight.

Please, make sure your desktop or laptop
is ready to go as soon as it is time for you
to register.
The most important thing is to be
logged on to your myMU account and
ready to go about 30 minutes before you
are scheduled to register. You simply go to
the same tab that you did when you were
looking up class codes. Although you will
not have access to the registration page,
you can simply refresh your page until
you are allowed to type in your codes and
register for your classes. Again, have your
class codes in hand and ready to type
those numbers in with lightning speed.
This time can be very stressful, but
these classes are not set in stone. You
can always change the courses you want
to take after your registration time is
over. This summer, I changed a few of
my fall 2013 classes in July. So, with all of
these things in mind, happy registration,
Marshall.
LaChel House can be contacted at
house13@marshall.edu.
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Online Polls

YOU CAN BE HERD
What do you think of the controversy
surrounding the Miami Dolphins?

Do you think the NSA was in the
wrong with its international spying?

It’s harrassment, plain and simple.
There’s been no wrongdoing.
Further investigation is necessary.

Yes, they shouldn’t have done it. 59%
No, the other countries do it.
38%
I don’t know enough about it.
3%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

What Chris Christie’s big win
says about national politics
CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
In June 2011, a poll confirmed that New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie was losing favor
with his constituents. His approval rating hit 44 percent, the
lowest level to that point of his
time in office, and just 36 percent among women.
Said Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac University
Polling Institute, in reference to
the gender gap, “I don’t think
he can overcome it. Men tend
to vote Republican and women
tend to vote Democratic, and
Christie is an extreme case.”
My how things changed.
Christie won re-election Tuesday by a huge margin. The last
Quinnipiac poll before the election gave him a 21-point lead
among female voters — even
though his Democratic opponent was a woman.
He rolled to another term
even though his New Jersey
constituents know he’s likely to
turn right around and run for
president in 2016.
Christie is one of the most impressive political phenomena in
America today, as well as one
of the most entertaining. After
Superstorm Sandy pummeled
the state, he infuriated many
Republicans by appearing with
and praising President Barack
Obama, just days before the
2012 election. Yet this past Sunday, Mitt Romney gushed about
the governor: “Chris could easily become our nominee and
save our party and help get this
nation on the right track again.
They don’t come better than
Chris Christie.”
He’s not exactly what political consultants would come
up with if they did months of
focus-testing on what voters
want. He’s short-tempered,
rough around the edges, prone
to picking fights with his party
as well as the opposition and
often captured firing insults at
citizens who challenge him.
Democrats know a threat
when they see one — they were
busy in the days leading up to
this election trying to spin the
massive victory by a Republican governor in a Democratic
state. Prevailing argument:
The Republican Party today is
so extreme it couldn’t possibly

embrace a candidate who has
such broad appeal.
Actually, Christie is one of the
most popular figures in the Republican Party.
Democrats know he also appeals to many of their voters.
He has to, since New Jersey has
far more registered Democrats
than Republicans and twice
voted for Obama. When Christie gave his State of the State
address this year, reported
Michael Crowley of Time magazine, “Trenton’s Democratic
legislature received him less as
the pugnacious leader of the
opposition than as its own conquering hero.”
His reception was not
because Christie isn’t a conservative. A former prosecutor, he
opposes abortion rights, battled
to prevent gay marriage in New
Jersey, vetoed tax increases,
took on public employee unions
and killed a planned subway
tunnel to Manhattan on grounds
of cost. He has defended mass
surveillance by the National Security Agency. All this puts him
pretty much in line with a GOP
that is at a record low in national popularity.
So what’s his appeal? He is
given to speaking with a bluntness most politicians avoid.
He’s willing to tell voters unpleasant facts face-to-face. He
seems incapable of the sort of
phoniness voters have come to
expect from politicians. He can
be pragmatic without looking
like a pushover.
What adds extra luster to
his reputation is that in a
time of gridlock and strife in
Washington, he has no use for
obstinate partisanship. When
congressional Republicans held
up disaster-relief funds after
Sandy, Christie said it showed
“why people hate Washington.”
He points to his work with the
Democratic legislature as “a
governing model for the nation.”
All this makes him the apparent front-runner for the 2016
Republican presidential nomination. Christie has shown he is
willing to take politically risky
stands on tough problems and
work across the aisle to solve
them. Judging from Tuesday’s
results, that’s not just good government. It’s good politics.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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PHOTOS BY RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

LEFT: The Marshall Cheerleading
team performs during the Herd's
game against UAB Saturday, Nov. 9
at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
BOTTOM: Junior transfer linebacker
Neville Hewitt (43) celebrates forcing
a fumble against the Blazers on
their opening possession. Brandon
Sparrow (on one knee) recovered the
fumble.
RIGHT: Junior tight end Eric
Frohnapfel (83) and junior center
Chris Jasperse (60) celebrate
with sophomore running back
Steward Butler (20) after scoring a
touchdown.

WBB

Continued from Page 2
Senior forward Suporia Dickens joined Scott in double-digit
scoring with 10 points and was
two rebound short of a doubledouble with eight.
The Rams were led by Asia
Wheeler’s 15 points and 12
rebounds. Tega McNeal, the
Rams other main scoring
threat, was held in check with

FOOTBALL

Continued from Page 3

BOWL

Continued from Page 3
face off Nov. 29, in Huntington.
Not only that, but winning
the Division will assure a
Conference USA Championship game hosted at the Joan
C. Edward Stadium for the
first time in over ten years.
The last time the Herd hosted
the Conference Championship

MBB

Continued from Page 3
At the start of the second half
the Herd continued to put on
the heat as the Herd clogged
the passing lanes and jumped
with aggressiveness from the
start.
Two redshirt freshman, point
guard Kareem Canty and forward Ryan Taylor, helped lead
the charge with Pittman.
“I was just happy to get out
on the floor to play, it has been
a long time for me and Kareem,”
Taylor said, who sat out last
season to meet the NCAA eligibility requirements. “We just
wanted to play with the team

FESTIVAL

Continued from Page 2

“I want the international students
to be able to teach about their culture and to share their culture with
Americans because a lot of times they
come here and you live the American
culture,” Pasquet said. “This for us as
international students is a way for us
to give back to the community.”
For international students,
Pasquet said the festival helps to
provide the feeling of a home away
from home.
“I think it helps the students to
be more integrated into campus

NETFLIX

Continued from Page 2
“If you’re trying to develop
these characters without as
much brand awareness, it
would be hard to launch a
Jessica Jones character off
broadcast TV,” Tanz said.
“Netflix can launch full series
without having to worry about
what the overnight ratings for
the first episode are. They can
take advantage of characters
that are not the movie star franchise characters and they can
be a little bit more free with the
story lines and explore these
characters’ story lines over
multiple seasons — which is
the cable TV model.”

game was back in 2002
with Bob Pruett in the MidAmerican Conference.
This
was also the last time the
team would secure a conference championship title.
Out of the six possible bowls
the Herd can play in, winning the conference would
send the Herd to Liberty
Bowl in Memphis, Tenn.
So in Holliday’s eyes, fans

can still be excited about a
bowl game, as long as that
bowl is the Liberty Bowl.
All projections aside, it’s important not to think too far
ahead. The Herd still has three
games left in the regular season.
“We’ve got a short week
and a quick turnaround, so
we’ve got to put that one behind us right now and start to
work on Tulsa,” Holliday said.

Holliday and his team hit
the road for the fifth time
this season. With Tulsa heading to the American Athletic
Conference after this season,
Thursday’s game looks to be
the last between the Herd and
Golden Hurricane. Kick off will
start at 7:30 p.m.
Karlyn Timko can be contacted at timko@marshall.
edu.

and get coached by coach Herrion, it just felt like a weight
lifted off our shoulders.”
Canty gave the Herd stability
at the point guard position as at
the Herd shred the ball and was
able to showcase the offense.
A scenario that last season
seemed to be lost throughout
many games.
Canty added 15 points and
five assists, while also cutting
his turnovers down. In the previous exhibition game against
Concord, Canty recorded eight
turnovers; in Friday’s matchup
it went down to three.
“It was real fun, as long as we
got a win that is all that matters
to me,” Canty said.

At 6-foot-5, Marshall’s Taylor does not play like his height
suggests. Down low a very
gritty presence is there for the
Herd to grab rebounds and put
up baskets.
Throughout the night Taylor
seemed unfazed by the physical
play and continued to muster
his strength against the low
post big men of South Carolina
State. Taylor finished with 17
points and 10 rebounds recording his first double-double in a
Herd uniform.
Marshall finished the game
strong as the team kept a strong
16-point double digit lead on
the Bulldogs. Even though Marshall at one point had a 30 point

lead in the game the amount of
points left from the three point
line and charity stripe, could
have made the ending result a
much higher point total for the
young Thundering Herd.
“Happy for the group, we did
an excellent job of extending
the lead to 30 plus,” Herrion
said. “We did a poor job of
maintaining, a little sloppy
down the stretch.”
Marshall will continue play
at home as its next matchup is
against Rio Grande Tuesday at
7 p.m. in the Cam Henderson
Center.
Andrew Harrison can be
contacted at harrison96@
marshall.edu.

and to feel like home and now they
realize and they think that Americans are accepting us,” Pasquet
said. “With so many people coming to the events it does show that
the Huntington community really
wants to learn about other cultures
and about us coming onto Marshall’s campus.”
Not only did this jubilation provide a chance for food and fun, it
also gave the Marshall community
a chance to travel around the world
without ever leaving Huntington.
Kaylin Searles can be contacted
at searles1@marshall.edu.

One expert in fan communities, Sam Ford, co-author of a
book titled “Spreadable Media,”
said Marvel can tailor its storytelling to appeal to a dedicated
audience that doesn’t have to
be as sizable as for the more
visible properties.
“The Marvel story world has
a great deal of loyalty, and there
has proven to be a lot of excitement around the whole concept
of a connected set of stories
across Marvel’s films and television series for the Marvel
universe,” Ford said. “It makes
sense to use this property for
some experimentation, particularly with some parts of the
story that may be more niche.
That Marvel would have “The

TYPHOON

Continued from Page 2
The
government
stepped up relief efforts Sunday, dispatching
hundreds of additional
rescuers, health workers,
soldiers and volunteers
to affected areas via military planes.
Com m erci al
f li gh ts
h ave b een s u s pend ed
b ecau s e th e ai rport i n
Taclob an was “was h ed
ou t ,”
s ai d
E nerg y
Avengers” on the big screen
and Iron Fist and Luke Cage
on Netflix means that Marvel
is creating different business
models and metrics for success
for different parts of its stories.”
Netflix has demonstrated
deftness at building viewership
for dramas with dark characters and complex story lines, as
it did with such shows as AMC’s
“Breaking Bad” and “Mad Men.”
The new original content
deal builds upon a movie
distribution agreement Netflix reached last year with
Disney, which will bring firstrun, live-action and animated
films from Walt Disney Studios, Pixar Animation Studios,
Marvel and Lucasfilm to the
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S ecretary J e r icho Pe til l a ,
a form er gove r nor o f the
eas tern prov ince .
“We don’t have an airport there now,” he told
a Manila radio station.
“Sometimes I don’t know
what we will do. The damage is overwhelming.”
Aquino demanded explanations from state and
local officials on why the
damage was so extensive
despite warnings days
before Haiyan hit, a radio
report said.
streaming service, beginning
in 2016.
Netflix has been investing in
exclusive content and original
series, such as its Emmy-nominated political drama “House
of Cards” and the prison series
“Orange Is the New Black.” The
Los Gatos company credits this
only-on-Netflix programming
as enabling it to surpass HBO in
domestic subscribers.
Netflix’s new original TV deal
also allows Disney to offset
some of the risk of developing
the programming.
“Netflix is defraying some
of the production costs,” said
Wedbush Securities analyst Michael Pachter. “It’s a good deal
for Disney.”

a touchdown catch by Eric
Frohnapfel. The Herd offense
did not turn the ball over in
the game.
Defensively, junior linebacker
Jermaine Holmes led the team
with 12 tackles. Safeties Taj
Letman and Evan McKelvey
combined for 21 tackles.
The Herd has now outscored opponents 256-51
in its five home games this

only seven points on 2-of-13
shooting with Akers playing
tight defense for most of the
game.
The Herd will play its first
road game of the season Nov.
12 at Robert Morris before
playing its next six games, and
11 of its next 13, at home in
the Cam Henderson Center.
Will Vance can be contacted
at
vance162@
marshall.edu.

season, scoring no less than
34 points and allowing no
more than 14 defensively.
The Herd will have a short
week of preparation before
traveling to Tulsa, Okla., to
take on the Tulsa Golden Hurricane (2-7, 1-4) Thursday
night. The Herd will wear special helmets to commemorate
the 43rd anniversary of the
1971 plane crash tragedy.
Will Vance can be contacted
at
vance162@
marshall.edu.

HERDZONE.COM

Special helmets to be worn by the football team at Tulsa on
Thursday to commemorate the anniversary of the 1971 plane
crash tragedy.
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IN REVIEW

Eminem breathes
fire on ‘MMLP2’
By MIKAEL WOOD

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
When news broke in August that Eminem had
completed a new album, it arrived in a fashion
nearly identical to the way Jay Z had announced
his own record just two months earlier: in a
tech-related TV commercial (Samsung for Jay
Z, Beats headphones for Eminem) that aired
during a much-watched special event (the NBA
Finals, the MTV Video Music Awards).
Both rappers, veterans of a joint 2010 stadium tour, even touted their involvement with
Rick Rubin, the bearded superproducer celebrated for his truth-teller vibe.
That’s about the extent of the similarities,
though, between “Magna Carta Holy Grail” and
“The Marshall Mathers LP 2,” due officially
Tuesday after an unauthorized leak last week.
Where Jay Z’s album felt chilly and glazedover — the work of a king in search of a
specific mandate — Eminem’s scorches, spewing emotion as hot (and as damaging) as lava. If
anything, the record shares more with “Yeezus”
by another of Jay Z’s recent touring partners,
Kanye West, who like Eminem appears to view
aging as a sharpening process.
But really “MMLP2” just demonstrates how
singular a presence Eminem at 41 remains.
Though he’s unquestionably one of the form’s
giants — his last album, 2010’s quadrupleplatinum “Recovery,” was that year’s biggest
seller — he seems no less a hip-hop outlier today, in an age of sensitive smooth talkers such
as Drake, than he did when he emerged amid
the bling purveyors of the late ‘90s; his outsized
feelings still set him apart.

Perhaps that’s why his primary reference
point here is one of his own records, “The Marshall Mathers LP,” the 2000 disc (titled after his
birth name) that solidified Eminem’s reputation as both a superstar and a serious artist.
The rapper has said the new album isn’t a
sequel to the earlier set so much as a “revisitation” of its themes: his relationships with his
mother and his ex-wife, for instance, and the
toxic effects of celebrity.
Yet he hardly made an effort to avoid the
throwback tag, with jokes about Monica Lewinsky and the Backstreet Boys as well as sizable
samples of well-worn hits by the Zombies, Joe
Walsh and Wayne Fontana & the Mindbenders.
“It’s like I’m in the dirt, digging up old hurt,” he
admits in “Bad Guy,” which by the end of its seven
minutes has turned into a deranged monologue
by the little brother of the obsessed fan from
Eminem’s “Stan”; later, “Legacy” recalls “Lose
Yourself” in its account of the direction that music provided a young man badly in need of some.
And then there’s “Berzerk,” the Rubin-produced Beastie Boys homage in which Eminem
urges, “Let’s take it back to straight hip-hop and
start it from scratch.”
But if the layers of nostalgia caking “MMLP2”
make starting from scratch impossible, Eminem sounds more alive — angrier, yet more
fully present — than he has in years, including
on the sometimes-dreary “Recovery,” where
he play-by-played his crawl back from drug
addiction.
His intricate rhyming in tracks like “Love
Game” and “Evil Twin” is nearly without equal,
an opinion Eminem appears to share, as only

McConaughey’s
performance sells
‘Dallas Buyers Club’
By CARY DARLING

one rapper, L.A.’s Kendrick Lamar, is permitted
a guest spot — a rarity by cameo-lousy 2013
standards. (Female singers, including Rihanna
and Skylar Grey, are more plentiful.)
Which isn’t to say that “MMLP2” lacks for
varied voices.
As always, Eminem keeps flipping between
his alter egos, a means of demonstrating his
technical ability — he even nails Yoda’s knotted
syntax in the “Star Wars”-referencing “Rhyme
or Reason” — but also of putting some psychic
distance between the real-life man and his often-horrific words.
There are lots of those here, as in the harshly
homophobic “Rap God” and the misogynistic
“So Much Better,” in which a breathless narrator unloads against an ex by tweaking one of Jay
Z’s hits: “I got 99 problems and a bitch ain’t one
/ She’s all 99 of ‘em, I need a machine gun.”
Is that “I” Eminem? Marshall Mathers? The
gleefully hateful Slim Shady? It’s as unclear as
the rapper — a target who’s learned to move —
wants it to be.
He seems more eager to take ownership of
several openly confessional tracks, including
“Headlights,” which proposes a detente with
his mom, and “Stronger Than I Was,” an almost
embarrassingly vulnerable piece of self-help
testimony that Eminem produced himself —
at least in part, one presumes, to protect lines
like “Why do you date me if you say I make you
sad?” from better judgment.
But even in his rare clunky moments, Eminem burns with purpose on “MMLP2.” And if
you don’t like what he (still) has to say, there’s a
chance he doesn’t either.

ILLUSTRATION BY RICK NEASE | MCT

‘Dead’ helped give life to horror films
By LEWIS BEALE

NEWSDAY (MCT)
Surely the only film to simultaneously play in
a 42nd Street grindhouse and at the Museum of
Modern Art, “Night of the Living Dead,” director
George A. Romero’s 1968 classic, redefined the
horror film for all time.
“Horror really has a function in society, of expressing cultural anxiety, and there’s no greater
way to examine that than with ‘Night of the Living Dead,”“ says filmmaker Larry Fessenden
(“The Last Winter”), who is executive producer
of “Birth of the Living Dead,” a new documentary
about the Romero masterpiece. “This movie,” he
adds, “perfectly expressed the failure of the ‘60s
to deliver a new society, and the general anxiety
of the time.”
Romero was a Pittsburgh ad man making beer

TODAY IN THE LIFE!

commercials when he raised money from friends,
hired a cast of mostly nonprofessional actors and,
using an abandoned farmhouse as a claustrophobic set, shot a story of the dead rising from their
graves.
“Night of the Living Dead” rescued the zombie
film from its voodoo roots. Its end-times narrative
had enormous resonance in the era of Vietnam
and racial unrest (it also featured an AfricanAmerican hero), and it became a prime example
of what talented people can do with imagination
and almost no budget.
“It’s an awesome example of indie chutzpah,”
says Fessenden. “This is a tale of a little movie
that could — it became an iconic film.”
Relegated to second-tier movie houses, “NOLD”
was eventually championed by Andy Warhol’s
Interview Magazine, and several American and

WEEKEND BOX OFFICE

1. “Thor: The Dark World" |
$86.1 million
2. "Jackass Presents: Bad
Grandpa" | $11.3 million
3. "Free Birds" | $11.3
million
4. "Last Vegas" | $11.1
million
5. "Enders Game" | $10.2
million

European critics. Eventually honored by being
placed on the Library of Congress’ National Film
Registry, “Night of the Living Dead” jump-started
a zombie genre that continues to frighten in such
films as “World War Z” and the hit TV show “The
Walking Dead.”
“The zombie was thought of as a niche horror genre (at the time),” says Fessenden. But
Romero changed all that with his film’s political
subtext, and “in general, the zombie motif still
speaks to our times, in the sense of apocalyptic
despair.”
Yet, despite its cheap look and bleak ending,
“Night of the Living Dead,” says Fessenden, “still
packs a wallop. We’re not accustomed to endings
this bleak. You still feel there’s a sense of integrity in the storytelling. It unsettles and challenges
you.”
LUCASFILM | MCT

FUN FUN FUN
In its eighth year, Fun Fun
Fun Fest is growing quickly,
drawing a crowd of about
15,000 fans each day.
This year’s festival, a platform for underground indie,
metal, dance, punk and
hip-hop music, has featured
performers including Snoop
Dogg, M.I.A., Craig Robinson (Darryl on NBC’s
“The Office”) and Ice-T. Fun
Fun Fun Fest is also known
for its collection of food,
action sports and poster
art experiences, and many
recognize it as one of the
most relaxed, creative and
pioneering festivals today.

GALACTIC RETURN
Lucasfilm announced Thursday
that “Star Wars: Episode VII”
will open Dec. 18, 2015 featuring J.J. Abrams as director
and writer. Lawrence Kasdan
(writer of “The Empire Strikes
Back” and “Return of the Jedi”)
will join Abrams in writing. Also
returning to the franchise, John
Williams will score his seventh
“Star Wars” film. The film will
“anchor the popular holiday
film-going season” and give
cast and crew ample time to
develop “a sensational picure,”
Alan Horn, Disney chairman,
said in a statement.
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FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM (MCT)
Matthew McConaughey just keeps getting
better and better, turning in performances —
in such films as “Mud” and “Killer Joe” — that
are layered and powerful while portraying
characters who are resolutely of a particular
time and place. But he might find it hard to
top himself after “Dallas Buyers Club,” the
flawed but moving drama based on a true
story from the ‘80s about a Texas man battling both AIDS and the government.
McConaughey is Ron Woodroof, an electrician, amateur rodeo rider and Dallas ladies’
man whose love-’em-and-leave-’em lifestyle
with just about every woman in town leaves
him with AIDS and not long to live. At first,
the intensely homophobic Woodroof can’t
accept the diagnosis and, once he does, he
refuses to believe that the government will
only allow him to take AZT, the sole FDA-approved drug at the time but one that doesn’t
help him at all.
In a fit of desperation tinged with entrepreneurial zeal, Woodroof begins clandestinely
bringing in other drugs and remedies from
Mexico, and selling them to other AIDS patients. With the help of his doctor, Eve Saks
(Jennifer Garner), and cross-dressing Rayon
(Jared Leto), a fellow patient from one of his
hospital stays, Woodroof sets up the Dallas
Buyers Club, one of many such clubs that
were springing up around the country at the
time.
McConaughey plays Woodroof with just
the right amount of both the confidence born
from years of having things his way and the
vulnerability that must have come with what
at the time was a death sentence. The latter
is underscored by McConaughey’s dropping
some 40 pounds for the role, turning himself
into the skeletal embodiment of illness and
imminent death.
Similarly, Leto — who shed 30 pounds
to play Rayon — transforms himself, and
though his performance is eclipsed by McConaughey’s, it’s almost equally affecting.
McConaughey and Leto, both of whom may
get Oscar nominations for actor and supporting actor, respectively, are so good that they
almost mask the movie’s problems. FrenchCanadian director Jean-Marc Vallée (“The
Young Victoria”), working from a script by
Craig Borten and Melisa Wallack, telescopes
this era of the AIDS crisis into a very viewerfriendly good guys (Woodroof, Rayon) vs.
bad guys (FDA, hospital doctors) when the
truth probably has more shades of gray.
On top of that, the ‘80s Dallas that this
movie portrays feels wrong, like some outsider’s dim view of what Dallas must have
been like. The ‘80s was the era of prime
Dallas swagger, of the first-generation J.R.
Ewing, the Silicon Prairie, the crash-andburn savings-and-loan scandal and the
swinging Starck Club, all of which would
have been the cultural background noise for
Woodroof’s life.
But the Dallas of “Dallas Buyers Club,”
which was shot in Shreveport, feels like a
small backwater, a place where every time a
cop shows up, it’s the same guy (Steve Zahn).
Still, the simplistic “Dallas Buyers Club”
is worth seeing, if for no other reason than
McConaughey’s transformative and touching
performance. The only question now is what
he does for an encore.

"Dallas Buyers Club"
3 stars
Director: Jean-Marc
Vallee
Cast: Matthew McConaughey, Jennifer
Garner, Jared Leto
Rated R
Running time: 117
min.

